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By David Wise

Admiral Stansfield Turner, the new
divectar of the Central Intelligence
Agency, tcld the Senate Intelligence
Commities recently that he would
“pot object” to making public the
total fizure that the United Stai=s
ssends on f

each year.

spying and intelligence .

The CIA chief made it clear that he '

thought telling the taxpayers how
much of thair ewn moitey is used for
clozk-and-dagger and related activi-
ti€s was not without some risk. Bur,
he explained, President Carter had
directed him not {6 oppose the re-
ledse of z single, overall figure.

Turrer baiked, hovever, at going
sn far as to reveal the total budnet of
the CIA, the Defense Inielligence
Agency (DIA), or the other jntelli-
gence arms of the governmant.

That, he contended, might tell the |

Russians too much. Under sharp
guestioning by Sen. Gary Hart, the
Colorado Democrat, Admiral Turner
was not rcally able to explain why
lump-sum total budget figuras would
Lelp the Soviet Unien. “There’s sim-

ply no way I can reply to that in un- .

classified form, sir,”” Turner de-
clared. He thus fell back on the intel-
licence operators’ favorite refuge —
secrecy.

v

If Admical Turner had let it go at -

that he might have sailed safely into
port, but to support his argument for
secrecy, he volunicered brightly that
if he-krew how the Soviets broke
down their intelligence budget, he
would “be very pleased.”
~“You don’t know that?” Hart asked
drily. B , :
The zudience laughed. Turncr had
roreply. .

But, by invoking the priestly mysti-
que of secrecy and classification, the

CIA director had successfully main-

tajned the focus where he wanted it
— on keeping secrets, rather than on
reforming the CIA. Despite CIA ex-
cesses and lawbreaking, amply docu-
mented by several nrficial investiga-
tions, Turner had adopred a basically
proteciive and defensive posture to-

ward the intelligence agency. In his .

brisk, Jnititary style, he accentuates

the positive. All engines full ~%4
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Yet, there may be treuble in the

engine recom. Scrious charges have
recently been lodged against the CIA
by John R. Stockwell, -a former sta-
tion chief in Africa who quit in dis-
-gust and published an open letter to
'Admiral Turner in-The Inquirer Jast
month, © ! RS
.+ According to Stockwell, the CIA, as
recently as last fall, playcd sleight of -
hand with the filc of David Bulkin,

an Amecrican mercenary involved in',
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the war in Angola. Stockwell said he
had been told that CIA documents
about Bufkin were dispersed to vari-
ous other files “where they could.
easily be retrieved but would -not be -
“exposed” if Bufkin demanded access .
to his file under the [Frecdom of In-:
" formation Act.  Stockwell charged
that such tactics were comumon

within CIA in order to hide incrimi-
nating “information from Serate jn- 1

vestigators. . .7 .f
Whether or not these specific |
charges are accurate, they have a fa- !
.-miliar ring. In the aftermath. of Wa-
tergate; the €IA persistently hid or,j

4

The CIA’s William Colby reported
" to John Ehrlichmau, with price, that
he had stalled the Waterga'e prosc-
cutors for five nianths before conced-

‘ ing that the Nixon White Heuse had
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~ destroyed documénts and tapes. © - |
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we play in the field.” He was rerer-
-ring to the CIA’s-covert.political op- |

erations. - i

Despite  the revelations of the .
Church cemmittee and the Rockefel-
“ler Commission, there is little”incli--

-
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nation by either President Carler or
Congress to end CIA’s covért opzra-
tions and restrict the agoncy to garh-
ering intelligence — which is what
Congress thought CIA would do when
“it créated the agency in 1847 .

“There is'no specific authority in the

law permitting the CIA to plot.assas-

sinations, overthrow governments, or
engage in other forms of covert oper-
aiions: Congress -could ~end should
outlaw covertoperations aitogeiher.

Instead, both Congress and- the |

President appear more  concerned
about keeping sccrets.  Admiral

Turner has testificd -that he favorss
criminal sanctions against officials

who leak national security informa-
L f

tion. .

President Carter has said he would

prefer to “minimize” the use .of
criminal penaltics. But if Congress
nacene eamae vorsion of an Dificial




